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The Burning Question: Own or Rent Y our Sunshine?

You're standing in your backyard, squinting at your roof, wondering if solar panels will finally cut that $200
monthly electric bill. But wait - should you buy the system outright or lease solar panels? It's not just about
kilowatt-hours anymore. This decision could shape your household budget for decades.

When Upfront Costs Make Y our Wallet Sweat

Here's the rub - purchasing a residential solar system averages $15,000-$25,000 in the U.S. after incentives.
That's like buying a compact car... for your roof. Leasing? Zero down, just $50-$150/month. But hold on -
that's where the trapdoor opens. Over 20 years, leasing could cost $12,000-$36,000 with nothing to show for
it.

The 10-Y ear Math That Could Surprise You
Let's crunch numbers from Phoenix to Philadel phia:

Purchased system pays itself off in 6-12 years
L ease payments increase 2.9% annually (industry standard)
Home value jumps $15,000 on average for owned systems

But here'sthe kicker - leased panels might actually decrease resale value. A 2023 study showed 41% of buyers
demanded |ease buyouts before closing.

Why 63% of California Homeowners Choose Differently

In sunny SoCal, three out of five solar adopters lease. Why? High energy costs ($0.35/kWh) make immediate
savings irresistible. But Sacramento homeowners? They buy 2:1. The difference? Net metering policies and
property tax exemptions vary by county. It's enough to make your head spin.
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The Maintenance Myth That Sways Decisions

"Leasing means worry-free maintenance!" claims every solar sales rep. Reality check - modern panels require
less upkeep than your dishwasher. Most manufacturers offer 25-year warranties regardless of ownership. The
real maintenance headache? Bird nests under leased panels you can't remove without permission.

How Y our ZIP Code Changes the Equation

Solar isn't one-size-fits-all. In storm-prone Florida, leased panels hurricane warranties provide peace of mind.
But in tax-friendly Texas, ownership's 26% federa credit plus state rebates create smarter economics.
Meanwhile, UK homeowners face entirely different calculus with feed-in tariffs sunsetting.

Quick Fire Questions
Q: Can | negotiate |ease terms?
A: Surprisingly yes - escalation rates and buyout clauses often have wiggle room.

Q: Do leased panels affect roof repairs?
A: Absolutely. Removal/reinstallation fees typically cost $500-$1,500 per incident.

Q: What if I move mid-lease?
A: You'l need to transfer the contract or buy out the system - 87% success rate according to SolarTech.

Q: Are new battery systems changing the game?
A: Big time. Owned systems with storage see 22% higher ROI in blackout-prone areas.

Q: How do tax credits work for leases?
A: The leasing company claims the incentives, then (theoretically) passes savings to you.

Here's the bottom line - there's no universal right answer. Y our neighbor's "amazing lease deal” might be your
financial nightmare. It comes down to cash flow versus long-term gain, loca policies, and how long you'll

shout at the sun from your current roof.

Web: https://virgosolar.co.za
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