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The Evolution of Shredding in Metal

Ever wondered why power metal guitar solos make your hair stand on end? Let's rewind to 1984 when

Helloween's Keeper of the Seven Keys introduced neoclassical runs to mainstream metal. This wasn't just fast

playing - it was storytelling through strings. By the late 90s, bands like DragonForce pushed BPM limits, with

Herman Li's shredding techniques becoming the genre's benchmark.

Wait, no - scratch that. Actually, the real game-changer came earlier. Malmsteen's 1983 Rising Force laid the

foundation for what we now call epic guitar solos. Modern players like Germany's Victor Smolski blend

19th-century composers' drama with video game soundtrack energy. The result? Face-melting solos that could

soundtrack both a Renaissance duel and a cyberpunk apocalypse.

3 Techniques That Define the Genre

What separates power metal shredding from other styles? Three non-negotiables:

  Tapping sequences at 180+ BPM (think "Through the Fire and Flames")

  Harmonic minor scales borrowing from Paganini

  Pinch harmonics that scream like Valkyries

Japan's Galneryus takes this further. Their 2023 tour featured 12-minute solos blending kabuki theater rhythms

with sweep picking. You know, the kind of technical madness that makes guitar teachers quit their day jobs.

Why Germany and Japan Rule the Scene

Here's the kicker: 68% of top-tier metal guitar virtuosos hail from these two nations. Why? Cultural alchemy.

Germany's classical music heritage meets Japan's precision manufacturing - a perfect storm for crafting

intricate solos. Bands like Blind Guardian (Germany) and Versailles (Japan) didn't just adopt the style; they

weaponized it.
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Meanwhile in Sweden... well, let's just say their death metal scene might disagree. But when it comes to pure

neoclassical shred, Tokyo's ESP Guitars factory and Hamburg's music academies are the twin engines driving

this subgenre forward.

The Secret Sauce: Gear Behind the Magic

You can't discuss power metal solos without geeking out on gear. The typical setup reads like a NASA spec

sheet:

  7-string guitars with scalloped frets (Ibanez JPM series)

  High-gain amps mimicking orchestra dynamics (Kemper Profiler)

  DSP processors creating "choir of guitars" effects

Brazilian prodigy Kiko Loureiro once told me: "It's not about speed. My signature shred guitar has custom

pickups that capture fingerpicking nuance at 160 BPM." Makes you rethink those   tutorials, doesn't it?

Burning Questions Answered

Q: How important is speed compared to melody?

A: Speed's the vehicle, melody's the destination. Even DragonForce's fastest runs follow classical chord

progressions.

Q: Best starter guitar for power metal?

A: Schecter Hellraiser C-7 - affordable range, built-in sustain for those endless notes.

Q: Why do most solos use harmonic minor scales?

A: They create that "epic quest" tension. Blame it on Vivaldi's influence through 80s guitar gods.

Q: Any modern innovators?

A: Check out South Korea's DIABOLICUM - fusing K-pop synths with shredding. Wild stuff.

Q: How long to master these techniques?

A: 10,000 hours? Try 15,000. But hey, who's counting when you're slaying dragons with your axe?

Web: https://virgosolar.co.za
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