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Why Switch to Solar Now?

Let's face it - energy bills in Derby have jumped 23% since 2022 according to recent Ofgem reports. But here's

the kicker: the UK's average solar panel installation costs have dropped by 40% in the same period. Imagine

cutting your electricity bills while adding ?5,000-?15,000 to your home's value. Not bad, right?

Now, you might wonder: "But does Derby get enough sunlight?" Surprisingly, yes! The city averages 1,450

annual sunshine hours - comparable to Munich, Germany's solar powerhouse. Modern panels work efficiently

even on cloudy days, generating power from diffused light.

The Policy Window

The government's pushing hard. Through the Smart Export Guarantee (SEG), you can actually earn money by

selling excess energy back to the grid. Combine this with VAT-free solar installations until 2027, and the

timing couldn't be better.

5 Practical Steps to Solar Transition

First things first - assess your roof's potential. A south-facing 30? pitch is ideal, but east-west orientations can

still deliver 85% efficiency. I recently helped a family in Allestree convert their 1920s semi-detached home.

Their 4kW system now covers 65% of annual energy needs.

Step breakdown:

  Get 3+ quotes from MCS-certified installers

  Choose between monocrystalline (efficient but pricey) vs polycrystalline panels

  Decide on battery storage - crucial for evening usage

  Handle paperwork (installers usually do this)

  Schedule installation (takes 1-3 days typically)
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The Real Math: Costs vs Savings

Here's where it gets interesting. A typical 4kW system in Derby costs ?6,000-?8,000 post-VAT removal.

Through the SEG scheme, you could earn ?100-?300 annually. Factor in ?600-?900 yearly savings on bills,

and the payback period shrinks to 8-12 years.

Wait, but solar panels last 25+ years? Exactly. That's 13+ years of free electricity after breaking even. Plus,

battery tech improvements mean you can store surplus energy for night use - something 42% of early adopters

wish they'd prioritized.

Derby-Specific Considerations

Derby's mix of Victorian terraces and modern builds creates unique challenges. Conservation areas like Darley

Abbey require discreet installations. But here's a pro tip: solar tiles can maintain period aesthetics while

generating power.

Local installers like Derby Solar Solutions report 70% of clients pair panels with heat pumps. This combo

slashes gas bills too - crucial as the UK phases out gas boilers by 2035. The council's planning portal shows

solar applications jumped 188% in Q2 2024 alone.

Your Solar Questions Answered

Q: Will solar panels work during power cuts?

A: Only if you have battery storage - standard systems shut off for safety.

Q: How often do they need maintenance?

A: Just an annual check and occasional cleaning. Rain handles most debris.

Q: What about cloudy days?

A: Modern panels still produce 10-25% of maximum output. It's about cumulative generation.

Q: Can I expand my system later?

A: Absolutely - many start with 3kW and add panels as needs grow.

Q: Are there financing options?

A: Green loans and specialist mortgages offer 0% deals in some cases.

Web: https://virgosolar.co.za

Page 2/2


