
Who Has the Sole Power of Impeachment

Who Has the Sole Power of Impeachment

Table of Contents

  Constitutional Basis of Impeachment Authority

  Historical Cases That Shaped Impeachment Precedents

  Modern Challenges to Sole Impeachment Power

  Impeachment in Global Context: A US-UK Comparison

  How the Impeachment Process Actually Works

Constitutional Basis of Impeachment Authority

Well, here's the deal: The U.S. Constitution explicitly grants the sole power of impeachment to the House of

Representatives. Article I, Section 2 states this authority in no uncertain terms. But wait, no--let's clarify that.

While the House initiates impeachment, the Senate conducts trials. This separation ensures checks and

balances, right?

You know what's fascinating? Only 21 federal officials have faced Senate trials since 1789. Of those, just

eight--all judges--were convicted. This statistic sort of highlights how rare successful impeachments are,

despite the House's exclusive impeachment power.

When History Speaks: Three Defining Moments

1998. President Clinton's impeachment dominated global headlines. The House voted 228-206 to impeach, but

the Senate acquitted him. This case demonstrates how partisan politics can influence the sole impeachment

authority, even when evidence seems compelling.

  Andrew Johnson (1868): Survived removal by one Senate vote

  Richard Nixon (1974): Resigned before House impeachment vote

  Donald Trump (2019 & 2021): First president impeached twice

Partisan Divides and the Erosion of Norms

As we approach Q4 2023, the House has filed 14 impeachment resolutions against cabinet members since

January. This surge raises questions: Has the sole impeachment authority become a political weapon rather

than a constitutional safeguard?

Take Secretary Mayorkas' ongoing impeachment proceedings. Democrats argue it's a "Band-Aid solution" for

border policy disagreements, while Republicans frame it as constitutional duty. This tension reveals deeper
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systemic issues in applying impeachment power today.

How Other Democracies Handle Executive Removal

Let's cross the pond briefly. The UK uses votes of no confidence--a quicker process requiring simple majority

support. Brazil's 2016 impeachment of President Rousseff took just six months from start to finish.

Comparatively, America's sole impeachment authority system prioritizes deliberation over speed.

The Step-by-Step Reality of Impeachment

Here's how it actually goes down:

  House committee investigation (average duration: 7 months)

  Full House majority vote to impeach

  Senate trial requiring 67 votes for conviction

But here's the kicker: Only 52% of Americans correctly identify the House as having sole impeachment power

according to Pew Research. This knowledge gap matters--it shapes public responses to political crises.

Q&A: Your Top Impeachment Questions

Can Supreme Court justices be impeached?

Absolutely. The Constitution applies impeachment to all civil officers, including federal judges.

Does impeachment remove someone immediately?

No way. Removal only happens if the Senate convicts after impeachment.

Has any president been removed via impeachment?

Nope. Nixon resigned pre-vote; others were acquitted.

Can impeached officials run again?

Technically yes. There's no constitutional bar, though it's politically risky.

How often do state governors face impeachment?

More frequently--18 state-level impeachments since 2000 versus four federal cases.
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