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What Is Solar Buyback?

Ever wondered how your rooftop solar panels could actually pay you back? Well, solar buyback programs let

homeowners sell excess energy to utility companies - sort of like running a miniature power plant from your

backyard. In deregulated markets like Texas (where the Power to Choose platform reigns), these programs

have become a game-changer for 780,000+ solar-equipped households.

The Math Behind the Meter

Here's where it gets interesting: A typical 6kW system in Austin generates about 9,000 kWh annually. With

current buyback rates averaging 8-12? per kWh, that translates to $720-$1,080 in annual credits. But wait, no -

that's not pure profit. You've still got to factor in...

"The best plans offset 60-80% of your electricity bill, but only if you size your system correctly." - SolarEdge

2023 Market Report

Why Texas Leads in Energy Choice

You know how everything's bigger in Texas? Their energy freedom is no exception. The Power to Choose

marketplace, created after 2002's deregulation, now offers 40+ solar buyback plans. ERCOT data shows solar

adoption grew 40% year-over-year in 2023, partly because...

  No state income tax on solar equipment

  Aggressive REC (Renewable Energy Credit) trading

  Net metering alternatives like "value-of-solar" tariffs

Case Study: The Austin Experiment

A 2,200 sq.ft home in Westlake Hills installed Tesla Powerwalls paired with SunPower panels. Through

Austin Energy's Solar Buyback program, they reduced their annual energy costs from $2,800 to $187. The
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secret sauce? Time-of-use rates that paid 22?/kWh during peak hours.

How to Maximize Your Savings

Not all solar buyback programs are created equal. We analyzed 12 Texas providers and found shocking

variations:

ProviderBuyback RateContract Term

Green Mountain100% retail12 months

TXU Energy85% wholesale36 months

Pro tip: Look for plans without "minimum usage fees" - those sneaky charges can eat up 30% of your credits!

Pitfalls to Avoid

Many homeowners get ratio'd by three common errors:

  Oversizing systems beyond utility credit limits

  Ignoring time-of-use rate synchronization

  Falling for "free nights" plans that slash daytime credits

As one San Antonio resident lamented: "I thought more panels meant more money. Turns out, I'm basically

donating energy to the grid every afternoon."

What's Next for Solar Owners?

With battery prices dropping 18% since January 2023, the game's changing. Pairing storage with solar

buyback creates what analysts call the "duck curve dilemma" - utilities may soon cap export rates during peak

solar hours. But for now, the window remains wide open.

Q&A

Q: Can I switch plans if buyback rates improve?

A: Absolutely - that's the beauty of deregulated markets. Most providers allow annual plan changes.

Q: Do batteries increase my buyback earnings?

A: Indirectly. Storing excess for peak-rate periods can boost effective earnings by 15-20%.

Q: How does Texas compare to California's NEM 3.0?

A: Current TX plans offer better short-term returns, but lack NEM's long-term price guarantees.

Web: https://virgosolar.co.za
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