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The Unseen Problem of Solar Abundance

You've installed solar panels, reduced your energy bills, and now face an unexpected dilemma - excess solar

power piling up like unread emails. In Australia, where 32% of homes have rooftop solar (highest globally),

this "good problem" causes real headaches. But why does surplus energy become problematic?

Solar systems typically generate peak output midday when consumption's lowest. Without storage, that

precious energy either gets wasted or sold back to utilities at rates 70% lower than retail prices. It's like

growing a bumper tomato crop only to sell it for ketchup ingredients.

The Battery Breakthrough

Here's where lithium-ion batteries changed the game. A typical 10kWh home battery in Germany can store

excess solar energy for evening use, reducing grid dependence by 60-80%. But wait - batteries aren't perfect.

They degrade over time and require upfront investment. Is there a smarter way?

Storage Solutions That Actually Work

Let's break down practical options:

  Thermal storage: Using extra electricity to heat water (60% cheaper than batteries)

  Vehicle-to-grid tech: Your EV becomes a mobile power bank

  Community sharing: London's Repowering Project pools neighborhood surpluses

In California, time-of-use rates create a financial incentive for storage. During last month's heatwave, stored

solar power helped prevent blackouts across 200,000 homes. But what if you don't live in a tech-forward

region?

Selling Back: More Than Just Pocket Change

Net metering policies vary wildly. Italy offers tax credits for shared solar gardens, while Texas pays wholesale

Page 1/2



What to Do With Excess Solar Power

rates (about 3?/kWh). The trick is timing - using excess solar electricity strategically. Some homeowners now

run cryptocurrency miners during surplus hours, converting sunlight into digital assets.

But here's the rub: Utilities are pushing back. Arizona's APS reduced buyback rates by 40% in 2023, arguing

solar users still rely on grid infrastructure. It's a classic band-aid solution that ignores systemic issues.

Creative Uses You Haven't Considered

What if your extra power could charge community EV stations? Or support local bakeries during peak baking

hours? In Osaka, a pilot program lets residents "donate" surplus energy to schools and hospitals. The

emotional payoff often outweighs financial gains.

Then there's hydrogen production. While still pricey, small-scale electrolyzers can convert unused solar power

into clean fuel. Farmers in the Netherlands use this for tractors, creating closed-loop systems. Not perfect, but

it's progress.

Q&A

Q: How much excess solar power does a typical home produce?

A: About 20-40% of total generation, depending on system size and consumption patterns.

Q: Can I sell solar power directly to neighbors?

A: In 15 U.S. states and the EU, peer-to-peer energy trading platforms are emerging.

Q: What's the cheapest storage solution?

A: Preheating water tanks costs 1/3 of battery storage, with instant ROI.

Q: Do solar inverters waste excess energy?

A: Modern inverters curtail output, but older models may dissipate it as heat.

Web: https://virgosolar.co.za
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