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What Does Solar Really Cost in LA?

Let's cut through the hype: Los Angeles solar power cost averages $15,000-$25,000 before incentives. But
wait, no - that's like quoting car prices without mentioning gas savings! The real story hides in long-term
math. While Phoenix homeowners might pay 18% less upfront, LA's combination of state rebates and high
electricity rates creates unique savings potential.

Why Y our Electricity Bill Hurts - And How Solar Fixes It

Southern California Edison rates jumped 7% this January - the third hike in 18 months. Now here's the kicker:
solar panel systems have dropped 52% in price since 2010 while utility rates climbed 37%. Imagine locking in
1990s gas prices...that's essentially what solar does for your power hill.

The"Invisible" Tax Credit Most Miss
Uncle Sam's till offering a 26% federal tax credit through 2032. Combine that with California's SGIP battery
incentives, and suddenly that $20,000 system becomes:

$14,800 after federa credit

Potentially $12,300 with state rebates
All while adding $18,000 to home values (Zillow data)

The Money Math: Upfront Costs vs 25-Y ear Savings

Let's crunch numbers for atypical 6kW system. At $3.00/watt:
Gross cost: $18,000
After 26% tax credit: $13,320

Estimated annual savings: $1,800

That's a 7.4-year payback period. But here's where it gets interesting - modern panels last 25-30 years. Do the
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compound math and you're looking at $32,400 in total savings. Not bad for a technology that basically prints
electricity!

Sun Valley Story: How One Family Cut Bills by 80%
Meet the Garcias - their 1940s craftsman home had a $380/month summer cooling bill. After installing solar
batteries paired with panels:

First-year savings. $4,200
NEM 2.0 credits banked: $620
Emergency power during 2023 grid alerts. Priceless

"We're essentially energy farmers now," jokes Mr. Garcia. "Our roof grows dollarsinstead of shingles.”

Behind the Panels. What Actually Happens During Installation
From permit to power-on typically takes 6-8 weeksin LA. The process involves:

Site assessment (2-4 hours)
Engineering plans (1-2 weeks)
City permits (3-4 weeks)
Physical installation (2-3 days)

Pro tip: Schedule installations between October-April when contractors aren't swamped with pre-summer rush
jobs.

FAQs. Solar Mysteries Demystified
Q: Will panelswork during California's June gloom?

A: Modern systems still produce 40-60% power on overcast days

Q: What about roof replacements?
A: Most installers recommend solar-ready roofs lasting 10+ years

Q: Can | redlly go completely off-grid?
A: Possible but impractical - staying connected provides backup

Web: https://virgosolar.co.za
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