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The Green Claims Behind Snack Brands
Y ou've probably seen those cheerful "eco-friendly" labels on snack packages. But when you munch on a bag
of SunChips, doesit actually contain solar-baked goodness? Let's unpack this crunchy question.

Major food companies pledged to reduce carbon emissions by 30% before 2030. PepsiCo - SunChips' parent
company - committed to 100% renewable electricity globally by 2040. Wait, no... actually, their 2023
sustainability report shows they've already hit 68% renewable energy usage across U.S. facilities. That's
progress, but still leaves room for improvement.

Solar Power in Food Manufacturing: Reality Check
Here's the rub: Running industrial ovens with solar energy isn't as simple as slapping panels on a roof. Food
manufacturing requires:

Continuous high-temperature heating
24/7 production cycles
Massive energy storage solutions

Take California's Modesto SunChips plant. They've installed 5,000 solar panels covering 8 acres - enough to
power 400 homes annually. But does that mean your chips are made with solar power? Sort of. The facility
blends solar with grid electricity, offsetting 22% of its total energy use through renewables.

How Companies Like SunChips Are Walking the Talk
Other manufacturers are pushing boundaries. General Mills New Mexico plant runs on 100% wind power.
Meanwhile, SunChips European counterparts in Spain use concentrated solar thermal tech for potato drying.

Imagine fields of mirrors focusing sunlight to dehydrate spuds - now that's innovation!

But here's the kicker: True solar-powered manufacturing needs:
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On-site generation
Battery storage systems
Smart grid integration

PepsiCo's latest move? Partnering with Texas solar farms through virtual power purchase agreements. It's not
perfect, but it's helping transition the grid away from fossil fuels.

What Consumers Can Do to Support Solar-Powered Snacks
Y our grocery choices matter. Look for:

B Corp certification
RE100 membership logos
Specific solar energy claims

When SunChips launched their compostable bag in 2010 (which they later scrapped due to noise complaints),
it showed consumers care about sustainability. Now, brands are listening. The key? Demand transparency -
ask companies exactly what percentage of their energy comes from solar.

Q&A: Burning Questions About Solar Snacks

Q: Can solar power realistically replace fossil fuelsin food production?

A: Not entirely yet, but hybrid systems are making significant dents. The U.S. Department of Energy estimates
solar could cover 40% of manufacturing needs by 2035.

Q: How can | verify acompany's solar claims?

A: Check third-party certifications like SolarScorecard or RE100 reports. Don't fall for vague "green energy”
Statements.

Q: Are solar-powered products more expensive?

A: Initialy yes, but prices are dropping. Solar panel costs have decreased 70% since 2010 according to SEIA
data.

Web: https://virgosolar.co.za
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